The Civil Code of Quebec states that animals are sentient

beings with biological needs. Unlike in the past,
they are no longer considered property. DID '00U

What does this mean for animals

whose eggs, milk, or meat we Hens exhibit many natural
consume? The redlity is that their behaviours such as nesting, |
treatment will depend on who is foraging, roosting and dust bathing.

i They also like to stretch their legs
raising them and for what purposes and wings. Chickens are gregarious

Let’s explore the experiences of three animals who enjoy the company of
different laying hens. This poster other chickens. Their life expectancy
illustrates how their biological needs can reach up to 10 years.

are considered in different contexts.

While animal welfare is increasingly taken into consideration 8 LZZ
by regulators and producers alike, more needs to be done so n
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armers can only raise 99 laying hens per year
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ere are many s of hens fi
Many municipalities allow [ 7 2 : : 'Y who collectively raise
their residents to keep laying hens SR ) ‘ : g SR > i 5,712,902 laying hens.
in their backyards. For our cooler climate, \ ) ‘ o )
the best breeds for urban keeping are Leghorn, - ,, The average egg producer
Rhode Island Red, Plymouth, and Wyandotite. j Y 2 has an annual flock of nearly

Usually, by-laws require at least 2 hens for \ 72 => 0,000 birds. The most common )
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companionship and a maximum of 5 hens / breed is the white Lohmann.
to minimize noise and odor nuisances. /
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< WHERE DO :THEY LIVe? » —
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The ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(MAPAQ) requires hens to be always kept in a
building or in a fenced area outside.

Hen Living Space Dimensions —=>

Municipal by-laws for housing require

each hen to have a minimum of 0.37 m2 750 cm#* ——%

in the coop and 0.92 m2 in the walk-in pen.

Unlike backyard chickens and conventional layers,
there are no specific laws regarding the size of
the housing or the enrichments to be included.
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Per hen, thi ds to about 5 sheet
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A single hen lays approximately 318 eggs per year.

The total area should generally be limited to
10 m2 and the hens should always be enclosed. An average flock
size of 20-30 hens

produces nearly

600 dozen eggs

er year.
«UWWHAT, HAPWENS TO THEIR 6G6S7> Y
The sole purpose of raising backyard chickens
is to collect eggs for personal consumption.
The sale of eggs
is prohibited, as is g : ) N
any gther commercial These eggs cannot be sold in a retail store, ) "I"‘, ‘, \ \_U\ Y " ‘, ',l'" 'p
activity related to the but they can be sold directly to consumers
keeping of chickens. at the farmgate or farmers’ market. Quebec's total production is 151,620,419 dozen eggs,

making it the second largest egg producing province
in the country after Ontario. These eggs are used
for retail sales and food processing.

<« WHAT; RISKS DO, THEY £AGE? »

< WHAT, RISKS DO THEY £ACe7 > | |« WHAT; RISKS DO, THEY FACE? >

Foxes, coyotes and other predators are common, o .
and birds can also contract diseases or develop health In addition to risks of predators
problems. Finding a veterinarian specializing in birds and disease, there is a lack of control V'
can be difficult. and monitoring by the government
for hens raised below-quota. \ \
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The extent to which their \
biological needs will be
4 considered depends on the
& will of the individual farmer. \
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<« WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THEY
ARE NO LONGER PRODUGCTIVE?

Although the hens can be kept
for the duration of their life cycle,
most people get rid of their hens
when they no longer produce eggs,
usually within a year or two.

WHAT: HAVPENS WHEN (THCY
ARE NO LONGER ©PRODUCTIVE?
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After 3 or so years, the hen will be slaughtered

for meat. Farmers can take their birds to

a custom slaughterhouse and keep the
meat for their personal consumption.

Or, if they have the proper equipment, the Quebec
government will soon permit below-quota producers to
slaughter their birds on-site and to sell the whole carcass
directly to customers at the farmgate or farmers’ market.
This is something that many small-scale producers

~g had been advocating for for years.

Hens may be taken to a &
slaughterhouse and processed
for meat, but usually they are
abandoned at a local shelter.
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